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DUTY OF A KING! 


——<gery ea 


Bold is the task, when subjects grown too wise 
fastruct a monarch, where his error livs. 


We are irresiatibly drawn to the consideration of this: 
abject, by the perusal of a letter from Earl Darlington, 
to the pobility, gentry, clergy, and freeholders, of the 
rege fil Durham, announcing that he had presented to 

vis Mi 
at Brighton, on the 14th of last month ; when bis Majesty, 
says the noble Earl, was pleased to reply, “ That I had 
“ done my duty, and he HAD DONE Ais!” . The address 
from. Sunderland, the Wearmouths, and their vicinity 
“ met with a similar reception, and reply!? 

_ It is unfortunate ifidecd that a monarch. should be in 
the hands of advisers, who could recommend such an 
answer as this; or such a-one, as the city of London re- 
ceived from his Majesty ; because such replies must be 





of the nation 5, and because the monarch is always injur~ 
ed, however undeservedly, by'an opposition to the gene- 
ral voice of the le. tis uswal, and perhaps ex- 
tremely wise, to sot down al the aets of the monarch, at 
the acts of his responsible advisers; and every thing he 
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esty the address voted at the last county meeting, 


in gn a to the general, if not the universal voice 


4 




































al THE BLACK DWAREB. 


speaks officially is supposed to be by their advice. But 
this involves so frOss an absurdity, “when the measures, 
or-persons, of his ministers, are petitioned against by the 
people, that we are almost forced to wish, that on such 
occasions the King were totally separated from his mi- 
nistors ; and that. weighing himself the nature of the 
charres against them, he would require of them expla- 
nation or justification, that he might answer his subjects 
ina efectual manner ! 

Woen a moore? is addressed by petition, it is evi- 
+H ently qa appec el to nin eae. waich shouid be answered 
from bimself, end by humscif. And when the potitiou is 
against his responsiile advisers, and their measures it is 
ridiculous in the extreme, to invest them with any au- 
thority, to rebuke, by the mouth of their master, those 
who venture to point out the evil of their ways. It is @ 
personal act of the monarch to receive petitions—it is 
part of his personal duty as Adag, to listen to the com- 
plaints of his people. Nor is it an act, intended, we 
think, by the constitution, to be dise harged by deputy. 
It is no partof that executive conduct for which his mi- 
nisters are responsible ; and in which they therefore have 
no right to interfere. The presentation of the city ad- 
dress | formed a most extraordinary scene ; and if it were 
not a matter too serious for raillery, it would be easy to 
outdo the burlesque of fom Thumb, with very little of 
exagzeration, or caricature. The ministers against whom 
the address pointed the strongest language of remon- 
strance—the patrons and authors of the measures which 
it scarcely could find language sufficiently energetic to 
reprobate in appropriate terms—the beings whom it re- 
quested his Majesty to dismiss from his councils, as the 
great national plague—these persons siood around the 
throne, and if report speak truly, sz2led most sarcasti- 
cally at the rebuff placed in the hands of the sovereign, 

by themselves, to ——— the railers against their almost 
sovereign authority ! The ase of petitioning, it is quite 
cleay, falls to the ground, from this custom. People 
mig! ht as well petition Plinlimmon to * bow his cloud- 
capt head,” as petition a monarch to dismiss from bis 
councils the men who are directed to frame.the reply to 
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in the petitioner’s faces; and, although they assent to 
the anion that the King can do no wrong, in theory, they 
cannot help thinking x that it is sometimes as unforiunate 
to do no right ; which j is @ necessary Consequence of the 
abstracted ness 1 in which the borouzhmongers have cloth- 
ed a British monarch. 

In the present instance, the reply, though not so for- 
mal, is quite as unfortunate. It involves a most singular 
contradiction, as will be seen on a little reflection. These 
Petitions were presented at a private audience. It is 
not stated that they were read—and the probable con- 
clusion, from the general practice, is, that they were. 
only presented, and not read at all. The noble Earl 
might have donc Ais du/y, hecause he could proceed no 
further than the etiquette would permit him. The Eart 
could not press his Majesty to read them, or hear them 
read, against his inclination ; and his Majesty was suf- 
ficiently correct in stating that the noble Earl had done 
his duty. But, although the duty of presenting a Peti+ 
tion, ends with the presentation, the duty of receiving @ 
Petition only commences with its being placed in the 
hands of the party to whom it is addressed—supposed, as 
the reception of the Petition, warrants us to suppose, that 
the Petition was properly addressed, and proper to be 
received. Whena Petition is presented, the Petition- 
ers expect that its prayer will be considered—that. if 
proper, it will be complied with—and, if improper, that 
its impropriety will be pointed out. Petitions, upon 
such aggravated evils as the national distress prodtices, 
above all others, are entitled to this consideration. ‘ Pri- 
vate individuals may torment the public authorities with 
cases, either trivial, or impertinent, and. it may be deem- 
ed a waste of time to entertain them, but as mere mat- 
ters of course; but when grave public charges are 
brought avvainst the Ministers of the Crown, and placed 
in the hands of the Monarch, it seems a duty to aves- 
figate their contents, to remove the false impressions 
which the gp entertain of their rulers, if they should 
be erroneous, or to give them the required redress. if 
they make out a case which entitles them to it. ‘When 
his Majesty’s Ministers, therefore; advise his Majesty to 


tlate that hie Aas done his duty, } by merely receiving 2 
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‘ . . . . . ' . : 
Petition, it reminds us ef the way in which they do thei. 


pra dui, too strongly to permit us to doubt for a Mo-. 


men>, ihe origin of the sentiment, or the nature of his. 
‘ 7 2 ° . > ’ Pe - " e ? 
avplication., bLis Matesty has retained tis present ad. 
. e = , . } i. ae | : : a in 
visers: and this they doubtless think, with all their sa- 


ay 


tellites, is the bes? uly that his Niajesty could perform. 
It has screened them from a severe responsibility to the 
laws which they have offended. It has preserved their 
influence, ond their emoluments. It has enabled them 
to set still at defiance, a Queen whom they have most 
srossly insulted, and most deeply injured. It has en- 
afled them to fortify themselves against the attacks of 
tie people, and to hold the people in as much contempt, 
a3 they have held the good old laws, and principles of 
the country. This, to them is a duty for which they 
cannot be sufficiently grateful. It was one they did not 
expect :-——they had given themselves up for lost sheep ; 
and were only anxious to get through the hedge, without 
scratching ad/ the wool off their well clothed sides. No- 
thing but the most extraordinary chance could have 
saved them by possibility ; and when Whig cunning had 
deceived itself, they were in raptures, almost too great to. 
contain themselves, Had the Whigs dared to have come 
fo the people, the duty of retaining them had not: heen 
mposed ; but while the Whigs were endeavouring, to 
whistle over the people, they secured the desired prize. — 
To them, then, the duty.discharged, is. one beyond all 
value. It leaves them. wealth, and power, anil gives 
them szafety, and impunity; and long will the Whigs 
wait. for another breeze so. favourable for entering the 
shoals of the Treasury harbour. - 

But the duty in the eyes ofthe nation may bear a very 
different aspect. ‘The people cannot so easily reconcile 
it to themselves, to proceed with pretended pilots, im a 
dangerous sea, because it was dificult to find better. 
Splendour, gaiety, and indifference may regain its place 
at court, since the storm has been comparatively hushed ; 
but the nation cannot forget its ravages, nor for a mo- 
rent lose sight of the damage already sustained, and the 
dread of final ruin, should the weather be again tem- 
pestuous. Every timber has been so violently assailed, 

that nothings about the vessel is sound. save perhaps & 
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hitle singerbread work about the poop :—and the duty 
remains to the commanding officer, to see that all neces- 
sary repairs are done before she encounters another 
breeze. 

If his Majesty have in fact, done all that he could de, 
he is the most to be pitied of any sovereign that ever 
lived. dasuch a case, he has certainly done his duty, 
but the duty falls so tremendously short of the required 
remedy, that it fails of any edlicacy. No man cuzht to 
be taxed beyond his meaus, or censured for what he has 
no power lo perform:— 

if nothing more than purpose in thy powers 

The purpose firm, 1s equai to the deed. 
‘But then the nation, with the monarch, must moar the 
impotence of kingly power; and lament that the vice- 
gerents of heaven have nota greater share of the Omni- 
potence of the Power they assure us they represent. 

There isa natural disinciination on the part of all men, 
to interfere on difficult occasions ; and unfortunately all 
oceasions seein diflicult to princes. Unaccustomed to 
decide for themselves—always. leaning upon the arms of 
chancellors, chamberlains, and Tords in waiting, they 
seem to dreud to attempt walking aloze, as if falling’ were 
@ necessary consequence. Or elso, they are moumed 
upon the high stiits of public authority, which are équally 
inimical to sure footing, and require eonstant attendance 
to see. that no accident takes place. Hence the profane 
jesting with which some folks assail monarchy. When 
they propose to supply the monarclr’s place with those 
who perform duties that m fact should appertain to him- 
self. The counsellors of the Sovereign, say they, must 
he wiser than. the Sovereign ; and those’ who will not 
think aay teadily be deceived into indifference about 
the matter. as Libel < . 

ifthe frst duty of aking, be to consult the good of 
his people, and not that of his ministers and flatterers, 
this duty can ouly. be disenarged by a diligent attention 
to thcrepreseniations of the people, and a constant suspi- 
cion of those whose enident interest is Ws weveive hin. 
A nation can have no motive for deceiving either its king, 
or self, itt had tne power of dunt “Rutr. wien 
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most assured} y could not have. Llistu®y will satisfac- 
torily prove Chacal publ ie! compas are NEVER UN& 
FOUNDED. Every rebellion TLS authority has been 
founded in causes which sot ouly coloured the complaint, 
but evidently demanded redress. Jack Cade, and Wat 
Tyler, who are generally queied as examples of the vie- 
lence of the multitude, would nutke out a much better 
case in heaven’s chancery, than the monarch whom they 
resisted. ‘The historian is compclied lu acknowledge 
that the demands of these ‘‘ rebels,” as power calls every 
one Who opposes it, whether right or wrong, were 
founded in reason and justice. Had not the cause for 
complaint arisen, or had it been redressed when it was 
tirst complained of, neither Jack Cade, or Wat Tyler had 
been ever heard of. So far from being disposed to tu- 
mult, in every state in which disturbances have arisen, 
the people have been goaded by long-suffering, or re- 
peated insult, to endeavour to redress themsely es, if not 
in the best way, in the only way left for them to act. 
The corruptions and abuses of the governors are the can- 
cerous sores in the body politic, that irritate the people to 
madness, after their patience is exhausted. Look at all 
the revolutions that have ever taken place. It is mad- 
ness, or knavery, to say look at the consequences of such 
revolutions, where they have been disastrous, who rails 
at the frantic conduct of aman in the delirium of a fever ? 
It is the cause that we should condemn, not the effect ; 
for had the cause not existed, the effect had not occurred. 
Granted that excesses, horrible excesses Were committed 
m Paris, in the revolutionary scenes, here could be 
no monster, in the most atrocivus scenes, that could not 
be paralleled among the crowned ruflians, and titled 
ecourges of that unhappy land; and Paine justly re- 
marks, ‘* the people had been 4rutadized, as well as op- 
‘* pressed by their governments ; and only practised the 
“ horrid lessons they had been taught by their tyrants.” 
No one denies that abuses existed which demanded re- 
dress. ‘Those, then, who did not redress them, are the 
parties on whom the blame rests. Had England been 
content with rational subjection, America had ‘never 
erected the standard of independence. The abominable 
systems of Spaw, and other countries, and not the 
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disposition of the populace to change, opened for them 
the ruad to freedom. And here, those who admits there 
are abuses to be remedied, cial vet, with the power, 

neglect to apply the remedy, are ac tually multiplying 
the causes Which tend to revolution ; for a confessed evil 
left without a remedy, is a constant index to the only 
meavs left for its removal. No manloves violent changes 

= -perh aps none ever contemplate them. Ever y one has 
something he would not willingly lose, or put to hazard. 

in such cases, the a/é of one man is as dear to him as the 
all of another. No man would give his lite for the 
createst possessions ; and when life is the stake played 
for, the richest has ne grealer ss to Win than the 
posrest. Tyranny is a wild beast, which either dies = 
exhaustion, as in Portugal and Spain or is assailed 

fre nZy, OF the couraye of despair, by the victims it is 
preparing to devour, as Was the case in America and 
France. The people were driven tu what they deemed 
a question between an existence of no value, and the pro- 
spect of mending a condition which could not be made 
worse. This condition is wradually brought about by the 
neglect to correct those abuses that ere ‘ep into all forms 
of government ; and the only means of eradicating them, 

is by carefully attacking them when they are first point- 
ed out; for it is the curse of states evils, that from 62 
customs, they became worse law, if not destroyed before | 
they have taken root in the énéerests of any powerful 
class of society. 

For these reasons we cannot tos deeply lament an 
idea, that the duty is done, when the petitions are re- 
cetved. There, we repeat. the duty degens. It may be 
dificult for consideration to finda remedy ; but, it Js 
certain, that wethout consideration, no remedy sein he 
found. The surest means of detecting a pernicious coun- 
sellor, would be to find one advising ‘the neglect, or con- 
tempt of petitions. Perhaps the House of Commons 
never adopted a custom more fatal to its character with 
the people, than that of ordering petitions te die en the 
table, when il never meant after wards to notice them. 
Petitioners indulged hopes which were falsified ; and the 
house intending’ to cave time, lost what was of infinitely 
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more value. It becomes Lord Castlereagh well enough 
io say, “don’t trouble yourselves with petitions—they 
‘ will be so numerous, as to occupy all your time!” 
This, from his mouth is a confession that the state is so 
-eov erned, that the legislature would have nothing te 
do, “but to listen to ¢ ymplaints against himself, and his 
colleagues, if it encouraged the disposition to complain: 
thus assigning himself the strongest reason why the com- 

saints should be heard, while ‘he, very wisely for him- 
self, counselled their rejection ; and equally fortunately 
for bieas elf, be could eet them reject ted. Such ministers 
as his lordship we do not hope he reclaim : and we fear 
a higher authority will not learn the mischief of employ- 
Ing * such ministers, until more evil is done than wisdom 

an remedy. The temperance which a diffusion of poli- 
tical knowledge has communicated to the mass of the 
people, is a onarantee of greater forbearance, than other 
times would have exhibited ; and it may be hoped, that 
power will yet remember, that without justice ratify its 
decisions, they are ouly obeyed, while they cannot be 
resisted ; —- and that the empire founded on fear has 


never been of Jong duration, when its subjects were en- 
lightened. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
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From the Bieck Dwarf in London, to the Reformers 
aé Leeds. 


~ = 


REPRESENTATIGON WITHOUT REPRESENTATIVES—DE2= 
CUNT GENTLEMEN IN LOVE WITH DECENT TRADES- 
MEN-—-SCOT AND LOT A DANGEROUS PRINCIPLE— 
AND LORD CASTLEREAGH AFRAID OF THE PEOPLE. 


aa ee 


Respected friends, 


t have before warned you of the existence of a 
rart of political jugeting. vw) wlhels you are 7¢ minatiy 
conecrned. and warned vou, If you had any idea, thé 
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matter would assume any thing like an earnest appear- 
ance, to take such measures as might be necessary to 
prevent any deception. You have, “hower er, t taken ne 
notice of the nadie r; and whether youare to be blessed, 
or eursed, with represe atainves, or surreal 
seems alike a matter of indificrence to you. Your me 
chants and traders, too, seem to consider the ‘eipisanennile 
house in the light of a physician who has so often de- 
ceived his patients, that they trust him no longer; and 
refuse to follow his prescriptions, though they cannot be 
rude enough to refuse him Ais fee! “the bill for trans- 
ferring the elective franchise from Grampound to Leeds, 
has been now some weeks befare the honorable house ; 
and instead of your being in cestacies about the piddling: 
measure, and presen tine: addresses of thanks, and votes 
of con: sratulation, you are absolutely quiescent, as if you. 
did not heed whether the honourable house passed gag- 
ging-bills, or conferred the right of cuoosing representa— 
tives! What is the meaning of all this? Do you think 
the honourable house will do you ro good? Do you 
imagine that if tae bill pass, it will be as useless as if it: 
were rejected? Faith, you are perfectly in the right, if: 

you do think so; noris it worthyour setting pen to paper 
to pray that ii may pass, or that it. may not pass into a 
law. ff it be reected, you lose nothine—if it be passed, 
it cannot be said ed cain nothing, for you will gain all 
the riot, drankenness, folly, and frenzy of a contested 
borough election ! 

When the proposition was first agitated, in the honor- 
able house, the aim of the borough laction there was to 
take care that though the place might he changed, the 
systent should continue. . was theretore proposed to 
throw the votes into the neighbouring hundreds; but 
Lord John Russcli seemed to have taken a lesson from. 
the Birmingham meeting te choose a representative, and 
touk up the idea, for which he was evidently indebted to 
that meeting, of transferring the franchise forfeited by 
Grampound, to seme populous place. The House of 
Commons seems to consider the public as children, and 
public rights as play things of which it arrogates to 


itself ~ ee to be occasionally lent tothe good chi/- 
Yo VI. No 10. 
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dren im pla yhours! As Birmingham had been very 
nvsugaty, in attempting lo get at the play thtays which 
vurse had locked up, ot wasn ord John Russell could 
cot think of Birmingham tur the presentof the forfeit raz- 
‘fe of Grampound ' Manchester had been very NOeYy 
though not absoiulely bad, and being waipt into quiet- 
ness, it was hoped it would go to sleep without a play - 
thing. Glasgow had been sadly naughty ; and stood 
pouting in the corner. Sheffield had been so very, ve ery 
quiel, that its good disposition was relied upon without 
a bribe. But Leeds, thouvh very good, was very active. 
ft had romped a good de cal, and taken many holidays 
withoul leave 5 and veseniblel a spirited boy whom it was 
dangerous to whip, and politic to coax into good hu- 
mour. Leeds was therefore fixed upon by Lord John 
Russell; for which you are, no doubt, vreatly obliged to 
Adi. The inveterate partizans of the borough systent 
‘id not much like Leeds. Lord Castlere agh did not like 
heeds. Ele, and his friends preferred a county, ora 
riding at least; but they could find no reasons for their 
wishes, and therefore contented themselves with express- 
inz them. One remedy, however, presented itself ;— 
and that they have adopted. With ‘all the honesty, and 
wisdom, of the faction, they make the population of 
Leeds the grounds oi the transfer; and then exclude the 
popitlation from any vole in the elections! When the 
bili went into examination last Friday, it contained a 
clause which rendered it entirely valucless, in the eyes 
ofan honest politician. Et enacted that no one should 
vote for Leeds, but housekeepers who paid ten pounds a 
vear, and upwards, for their houses. This would exclude 
perhaps, tliree-fourths of the population, whose or eae 
are the most in jeopardy. But Mr. Stuart Wortley, t 
whom Yorkshire is under so many obligations ; and bis 
amone other exploits was about to swallow the Black 
Dwart, said that the rate was foo fow! that housekeep- 
ers of twenty pounds a year, real value, ‘* would include 
‘every decent tradesman,” and Ae, (1 pray you remem- 
tn it) moved that none should be enabled to vote, who 
did not pay twenty pounds a year for their houses, and 
were housekeepers. I pray you also to bear in mind, 
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hat he playe 4 the patriot a little, when it was proposed 
io transfer the elective franchise to the west riding, and 
said, as the county was represented, he should prefer 
Leeds, which was not represented. I suspected there 
was some trickery in this; for I did not believe he'want- 
ed the people represented ; and FT now find I was right. 
The west riding contains an immense number of small 
freeholders ; and they are nearly all reiormers ; and 
would doubtless have returned two mdependent mem- 
bers: as the zeal of these honest reformers would have 
led them to any part of the riding to vote, while the dis- 
tance Was nol so great as to make their want of means 
an insuperable objection. There is no where a district, 
where the swall freecholders are sO numerous, Or so En- 
lightened. The reding therefore did not suit Mr. Stuart 
W ortley ; and those who called for the riding, thinking 
the frecholders there, were like the mass of free ‘holders 
elsewhere, having received some hint of their mistake, 
chadly withdrew from the riding which they could not 
manage, to find out some method of managing: the bo- 
rough of Leeds. Mr. Stuart Wortley, who objected to 
the _— because it was represented, now has found 
out a mode by which it shall be transferred to Leeds, 
without atall representing that town. He only professes 
to wish for a representation of every “decent tradesman; 
Lat in reality he hopes to have a representation only of 
those who can 2nfluence the ‘* decent tradesmen.” For 
this slander of all who Vo neé pay twenty pounds a-year 
for their houses, this gentleman deserves an eternal re- 
membrance. You will observe it is not made. even a 
question of ability, so that property, the great darling 
of despotism, because it knows it to be cowardly, i is here 
excluded consideration. Many more ‘* decent tradsemen” 
than Mr: Stuart Wortley is a ‘“¢decent gentleman,” live 
in most country towns. and, in Leeds as well a else- 
where, in houses of less than tw enty pounds a-year 
rent. But this is not all. the absurdity of the proposal. 
Rent continually varies. Houses in the metropolis have 
fallen from 20 to 30 per cent in value. In Portsmouth 
and other places, the differences is yet greater. This is 
tha most ridiculous seheme of representation ever ima. 
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pined. los: y thi: it eve ry hous eh ee per ch ruli { vote, would 
be to dese ii a definite class of society, though it would 
be difficult to assign a reason why the rest should be set 
aside. Put to make the rent uf the house the standard 
of quadification, is just as ridiculous as to say that the 
weight of the man should decide upon his right. It is the 
most uncertain mode of estimating prope rly ; and opens 
the door to all that “ogy anid erpence im Which the 
boroughmongers delight. [ft is to be, besides, the read 
calue of tiie house, idle is to decide who is to make 
the estimate. A hovel, in a eeriain situation to one 
man might be worth 200. a-year, to auother not 20s. 
The decent tradesmen of Leeds are much obliged to this 
decent yentieman ; but if there be any regard for de- 
cency, morality, religion, and yood fe Mowship, in the 
town, the inhabitants will indignantly scout such a pro- 
position. Were J returning oilicer in the tewn. 1 would 
put the writ in the tire, rather than hold an election upop 
such principles. The inhabitants have a right, surely, te 
refuse a curse—and this would be a heavier curse than 
has yet fallen upon its blighted trade, and darkened 
hopes. | 

The evident drift of the proposition IS) that Leeds 
should be mesrcpresented then whieh it had betier have 
nothing to do with representation atall. I is already 
sufficiently mocked, wiih the rest of the country, in that 
way. 

Lord Milton, I am nape, py io say, objected to this mon- 
strous proposition. 1 do not think he hit upon the pria- 
ciple of effectual representation ; but he mei the — 
with a stronger argument to its prejudices, if it cared 
any thing about ar cument. He contended that every 
housekeeper who paid scot and tot, should, as ¢ other 
boroughs, have a vote. He conte nded that it was not 
only the * decent tradesmen” whose interests required 
protection—that those who were the most distressed, 
were the most entitled tu be heard; which carries his 
I ordship to Universal Suffrage, though he will not ad- 


t 


mit the eonsse quences of his own proposition. He has 
my thanks, ! NOWeVET. Tin Witalt bea uid do. 


‘Sir Robert Wilson conterded that lakour was pro- 
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verty. and that he who paid in taxes fen pounds out of 
every eighteen that he earned, and has thus 200 days 
labour out of 300 in the year mortgaged to the taxes, 
was as much entitled to vote, as he who drew the largest 
amount from them:~-Mr. Baring, who, says he 
‘views property as the best security of social order,” 
(and therefore tacitly admits, if he were not rech, 
he would pol be orderty!) wanted a graduated scale, 
like that of the new vestry bill:—and making LOl. the 
lowest, wive three or four votes to those who paid more 
in proportion! Ob! these idolators ef wealth! What 
simptetons they make of themselves! And what wretches 
would they make of every one! Mr. Baring’s seale of 
porfect government, would be to measure every man’s 
worth and rights by the sum of money he could produce 
upon demand. 

Lord Castlereagh, you all kuow, has but little decep- 
tion about him. tn appearance, in language “© he looks 

just whal he is!” But he did condescend to a little 
trickery here. Efe said he should have preferred the 
rounty--—" that west resocefable source of representa- 
* tion !-—bul he lecked with apprehension to scot and 
“fot, when coupled with gerak population’ and there~ 
fore he voted for the ferenty pounds quaiification, “ be- 
‘fieving if would extend the qualifications quite far 


t ss a | 
‘ 
a 
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. Eleforget te add * for iim, and for his sys- 
fom, ’~-dhe only two things for whied the noble lord 
has aay particular regard. In the first place, he does 
not prefer the county, 2 ¢his case,’or he might/have se- 
cured il. In thesecond, if freeholiers of forty shiélengs 
per annum forma part of the “ most respectable repre~ 
sentation,” why may not houscholders of ten pounds a 
year be equally respectable. But the coucluding clause 
explains all. Fis Lordship “ looks weth apprehension 
“fo scot and fot, when coupled with a great popula- 
“ fton!” He fears the people, because he knows what the 
people think of him! He prefers anything to an exten- 
sion of public rights. He has no objections to a few being 


“" eNOU 


je 


entrusted with rights, who can be bribed, or influenced, 
or tireatcned out of them; but the people, ihe multi- 
tude, he holds in dread and apprehension. He knows 
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that the soot and lot pric ‘ple prevauls in Westminstes 
and Southwark. and he knows they furnish his most de- 
cided enemies. Lis contession is honest enough, but 
his principles are heustile to tie well-being of every 
atate, 


lt is necdiessto say the éweaty-pound qualification was 
earried by a larce majority ys 20 that to Leeds the bill is 
jost alrea ly. for it is useless, or can be or ly nuschicvous, 
There were but 94 members who would Lege house- 
keepers of ten pounds a year with a vote! And 14 
decided that twenty poundsa year wave more security to 


the borough system. For the scot and lot principle. 
there were but 66. 


J have no idea that the bill will ever pass into a law, 
but if itdves | have shewn you that it will no more pro- 
duce a representation of Leeds, than it will of Algiers; 
and that, in inet a bill might as well be passed to transfer 
the forfeit franchise to Grampound, to that nest of pirates; 
and to enact that the officers of the British ship of war 


neareslthe town should be the voters ; and the Admiralty 
clerk the returning officer. 


It is for you to determine whether you will look on 
with indifference while this curious measure is winding 
its slow length through either house. I have some idea 
it is wished 5 you should petition against this mode of re- 
presentation, as an excuse for abandoning it altogether. 
But if you were to request an equal, full, and fair repre- 
sentation of the people, at this period, founded upon the 
principles of Major Cartwright’s Bill, it might embarrass 
the legislators sadly, but they have a sure resource in the 
majority, and petitions, or remonstrances, may expose, 
but cannot alter their proceedings, until they shall them- 
selves pause for lack of means to go on—an event that 
may happen sooner than they imagine. 


Thy friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF 
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CONTINUED PERSECUTION OF TILE QUEEN 


ATTEMPTED AT NEWCASTLE-*UPON]TYNE., 


It is truly lamentable to observe the conduct of Ministers 
and their Adherents, since the failure of their schemes for the 
degradation of the Queen, All the undue advantages which 
they had intended to secure by the Bill of Pains and Penalties, 
a mode of prosecution ui ‘known to the Constitutional Law of 
England, having failed, principally from the bad character of 
the Italian witnesses, they have not ceased, by every petty 
artifice which disappointed nalignity could devise, 20 carry ou 
a regular system of persecution. In this, unfortunately, they 
have been too powerlully aided and assisted by the “ Chure ‘hh 
as by law established ;” the dignitaries of which having taken 
the lead in the persecution of her M: yesty, by the omission of 
her name in the Liturgy, still persist in ther hostility; aud the 

Spiritual Head of the Chure h has lately attempted, in his place 
m Parliament, to justify the deed, though, it must be con- 
tessed, with talents very inadequate to the tisk. Though in 
this instance he failed to convince, he succeeded in demonstrat- 
ing the true political nature of the estabisimeat which he re- 
presented, and las made the country better acquainted with a 
class of meu who, from the cariiest times, have distinguished 
themselves as the supporters and abettors of tyranuy aud des- 
potic rule. 


[t appears, that “ by authority” of the Ministers of Go- 
vernment, and of the Church, a series of cheap publications 
have lately made their appearance, the purport of which is 
evidently to vilify, scandalize, and degrade the Queen by 

re-publication of all the tales of perjury and obscenity with 
which the Lords Spiritual and Teniporal avere entertained. on 
the Trial, and with which the land has long heen deluged, 
carefully raked frou all the exculpatory and most respect: aide 
evidence, avd served up afresh to the public, with suitable 
notes and comments, for the uninitiated, aud sliose uninstructed 
in the ways of men aud the corrupt practices of Courts. 


The London Papers Jately gave a copy of the Cireu/ar sent 
along with these works of darkness to several of the book- 
sellers in the citv, by Messrs. Hatchard and Son of Piccadilly, 
who are ordered to give them the most extensive circulation ; 
for which, indeed, they possess great facilities, being also she 
publishers of the © YL Politico Religio Tracty, under the 
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patronage of the Archbishop of Canterbury and the clergy, 
Jn London as well as in the country no expense seems to be 
spared an the publication of their ‘Tracts. Rach person to 
whom they are seut, is requested to advertise them in the news- 
papers of the place, and of course deducting all expences from 
the amount of the sale. 


A larse parcel ef these pamphlets, intended to teach religion 
aud morality by a method entirely novel, (invented by his 
Majesties ministers, aided by the dignified clergy, viz. by the 
wide dissemination of tales of perjury, slander and obscenity 
were last week sent to one of the principal booksellers in New. 
castle-npon-Pyne ; who m0 sooner examined the coutents, said 
inthe cireular to be “ sent by order,” than, without waiting 
tor any explanation relative to this “* mystery of iniquity,” 
or enquiring who were the prime movers im the bnsiness, 
immediately returned the compliment jnteaded him, by 
informing Messrs. Hatchard and Co. that it was utterly in 
vain to attempt to hatch treason or sedition against royalty, in 
those places, ihat most of the inhabitants had distinguished 
themselves 1s friends to the Queen, and were utterly averse 
trom any farther persecution; and that in these sentiments he 
Dimself fully par reipated, and therefore declined the agency 
Offered hun. They have however found a more appropriate 
situation in the town, in the depository of the Bible Society, 
lottery offices, and select religious library, where under the 
immediate anspices and survellance of the ciergy, (many of 
vhom, it is to be feared, like Dr, Paley, cannot afford to keep 
tcouscicnee) Divinity and obscenity may travel together with 
:reat cordialitv, and ihe “ bane and antidote’ be most ex- 
tensively propagated, 


oe — 


eee sith, ED ) 
Newcastle, 20th February, 1821 


) ms ie 
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Oa seeing the words ** John Pall Gffice,”’ inscribed over the win- 
dow of the shop lately tenanted by George Edwards, image 
vender, in Fleet-street. 


-——_—=—-) 


Pay i mt, do? ae ba >. re , . 
Wiuoth AY RSP SORBNYV tO Beazovu Slop s-— 


‘Jan: quite at a nenplus for want of a shop, 
a | A ewr,? ) 


Ane cannot see any to sart.”’ 
Quoth Slop, © I've secured you a capital stall 
Prom Fdwards the spy. rf itis not too small 
** For so rare—so prodigious a Brute! 
fh 3 I 


Bo-runyr, 
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THE BLACKNER, No. LVI. 
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¢ My Masters of Misrule! L have a crow to pluck with you.” 


Onv Par. 


ee ea 


374. Hypocrisy will serve as well 
To propagate a church, as zeal ; 
As persecution and promotion 
Do equally advance devotion :— 
So, round white stones will serve, they say, 
As well as egys—to make hens lay. 
Samuc] Butler. Miscellaneous Thoughts, 1660. 


~~ ——2_e 


375. Nor God, nor nature, nor law, nor gospel, can divert 
Mr. Malthus from calumntatting the people. He quotes St- 
Paul,—* Ifa man will not work, neither shall he eat;’ which 
he applies to the poor,—as if they eat in tdleness,—as uf Paul 
applied it to the poor, and not to those prolessed teachers ot 
the gospel who presumed to be fed and did not labour in their 
vocation. By this perversion of the text of the apostle, we 
should conciude that the poor are non-residents, pluralists, 
sinecurists, and the like. Mr. Malthus considers, that in attri 
buting in any way the distress of the poor to the higher classes 
of society, isa vulgar crror,—and as-erting that they suffer by 
the mismanagement and prodigality of rulers, is the greatest 
wickedness: nay, that those who impeach human institutions, 
for numerous evils in society, are the most successful supporters 
of despotism ;—to which he adds something about revolu- 
tionary horrors. Yhese are astoundiug dogmas. He thinks 
that governments are comparatively inoperative respecting the 
want and unhappiness of the people, and that it depends upon 
the conduct of the poor themselves. Does slavery depend on 
the slaves themselves ? Did it depend on the people in France 
that the nobles were exonerated from taxes? Does it depend 
on the Irish peasantry that the proprietors are absentees?—or 
on the Catholics of Ireland that they pay tithes to the protes- 
tant clergy? Does it depend on the poor of England that they 
pay for salt—a tax thirty times the original cost of the article 2 
Did the British people war on France in defence of the old 
monarchy and of its priests and nobles? Do the peopte who 


pay the laxes incurred in that war understand Legitimacy 
ron. VI. No. 0. 
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Mr. Malthus abuses the people; and agamst none has he bees 
more unmeasured in his slanders, than against the British peo- 
ple. He says of them, ‘ inven when they have an tens | 
‘of saving, they seldom exerci-e it “—Yet amid aggravate 
taxation and distress, 800,000 labouring Britons are now en- 
rolled in benefit societies. ‘The fact is, the poor have increased, 
because the wages of labour have not at all advanced propor~ 
tionably to the enhancement of the articles of subsistence, and 
that much capital has beenextinguished, As taxes augmented, 
the necessaries of the people,—their bread, beer, cheese, 
tobacco, soap, salt, &c.—were surcharged : and as the taxes 
pressed unequally, some had their comforts curtailed, others 
were reduced to a stint, and many from the crowd forced down 
into fhe lowest order of labovrers, have been rendered wisera- 
ble. The poor-rates,—(I speak of course generally)--simply 
return in alins, part of those sums, which unfeeling landlords, 
yxriping priests, the state money changers, and a rapacious pro- 
dizal government, have wrested from the pittance of the 
laborious.—George Ensor. An Enquiry concerning the 
Population of Nations, Sc. 1818. 


wee 


376. The bird* in his cage pursued me into my room :—I 
sat down close to the table, and leaning my head upon my 
hand, I began to figure to myself the miseries of confinement. 
{ was ina right frame for it, and so I gave full scope to m 
imagination. I was going to begin with ‘the millions of my fel- 
low creatures, born fo no inheritance but slavery; but finding, 
however aflecting the picture was, that I could not bring it near 
ine, and that the multitude of sad groups in it did but “distract 
me, [ took a single captive, and having first shut him up in his 
dungeon, I then looked through the twilight of his grated door, 
to take his picture. f behe Id his body half wasted away witht 
Jong expectation aud confinement ; and felt what kind of sick- 
ness of the heart it was which arises from hope deferred. Upon 
looking nearer, T saw him pale and feverish. In thirty years, 
ihe western breeze had not once fanned his blood—he had seen 
HO sun, NO moon, in all that time; nor had the voice of friend - 
or kinsman breathed through hjs fattice. His children!—but 
here my heart began to hleed—and I was forced to go on with 
another part of the portrait. He was sitting upon the ground, 
upon a little straw, in the farthest corner of his dungeon, which 
was alternately his chair and bed. A little calendar of small 


.— * er we ee a 
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* See arlicle No. 36° 























Tuk BLACK DWARP. 334 


aticks was laid at the head, notched all over with the dismal 
days and nights he had passed there: he had one of these little 
sticks in his hand, and with a rusty nail he was etching another 
day of misery to add to the heap. As 1 darkened the little 
light he had, he lifted up a hopeless eye towards the door, then 
cast it down, shook his head, and went on with his work of af- 
fiction. I heard his chains upon his legs, as he turned his 
body to lay his little stick upon the bundle. He gave a deep 
sigh :—I saw the iron enter into his soul: —I burst into tears :— 
1 could not sustain the picture of continement which my fancy 
had drawn.— Rev. Lawrence Sterne. A Sentimental Jonrney 
through France and Italy, i708. 


a owe 


377. A cousidering English traveller will find by experienee; 
that at present, nothing is so generally studied by the Sovereigt 
Princes of the world, as the art of war, and the keeping of their 
own countries in the desired subjection: the arts of peace, 
whereby the increase and prosperity of their subjects might be 


‘promoted, being either entirely neglected or faintly prosecuted. 


He will iurther be convinced, what great reason he has to bless 
Providence for his being born, and continuing yet a freeman. 
He will find that the securmy this inestimable blessing to him- 
self, and transmitting it to late posterity, is a duty he owes to 
his country, the right performance of which does ina great 
measure, depend upon a gdod education of our youth, and the 
preservation of our constitution upon its true and natural basis— 
the original contract; —all other foundations being false, non- 
seusical, and rotten, derogatory to tlie present government, and 
absolutely destructive to the legal liberties of the English na- 
tion.— 
Salus populi suprema lex esto. 


Lord Molesworth. in Account of Denmark, 1694. (Uh 
the Preface.) 





378. The prelates, as they are to the subjects a calamity, so 
are they the greatest underminers and betrayers of the monarch, 


to whom they seem to be most favorable. I cannot better liken 


the state and person of a King, than to that mighty Nazarite 
Samson,---who being disciplined from his birth in the precepts 
and the practice of temperance and sobriety, without the strong 
drink of injurious and excessive desires, grows up to a noble 
strength and perfection with those his illustrious and sunn 

locks—the laws—waving and curling about his godlike shoul- 
ders; and while he keeps them about him undiminished and 
wshorn, be may with the jaw-bone of an assy~that is, with the 
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word of his meanest officer, --Suppres ss, and put to confusion 
thousands of th se that rise against his just power. But laying 
down his head among the struinpet fh tlteries of Lapin ss --- while 
he sleeps aud thinks no harm, they wiched!y, shaving off aii 
those bright and weighty tresses of his laws and just preroga 
tives, which were lis ornament and strength, deliver him over 
to indirect and vielent counsels, which —as those Philistines— 
put out the fair and far-sighted eyes of lis natural discerning, 
and inake him grind in the prison-house of their sinister ends 
and practices upon him ; till he—knowing this prelatical razor 
to have bereft him of his wonted might, nourish agam lias puis- 
sant hair, the golden beanis of law and right; and ‘they, sternly 
shook, thunder with ruin upon the heads of those his evil coun- 
cillors, but not without great affliction to himself. This is the 
sum Of their loyal service to kings.--John Milton. The reason 
of Church Government urged agains? Prelaty. 1641, 


O89. JEREMY BENTHAM. 


i have travell’d the world, and that old man’s fame 
Wherever [ went—shone brightly ; 

To his country alone belongs the shame 
‘Yo think of his labours li iwhtly, 


‘The words of wisdom I oft bave heard 
From that old man’s bosom falling, 

And ne'er to my soul had wisdom appe ara 
So lovely, and so enthralling. 


No halo was round that old man’s lead, 
But his locks—as the rime-trost hoarv, 

While the wind with the snowy relies play’, 
Seen’d fairer than crowns of glory. 

in him f have seen—what a joy to see! 
Jn divinest union blended, — 

An infant child’s simplicity, 
By a sage’s strength attended, 

Fle dwells like a Sun the world above, 
Tho’ by folly and envy shrouded ; 

But soon shall emerge in light of love, 
And pursue his path uuclouded. 


That Sun shall the mists of night disperse, 
Whose fetters so long have bound it ; 
The centre of its own universe,— 
Ten thousand planets around it!— 
ka diniie ra | h. 13, 1S21, 


£. 
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LETTERS TO THE BLACK DWARF. 
ee 
NARRATIVE 
OF THRE 
Proceedings taken to induee Lord Sidmouth to permit Mr. 
Johnson, of Manchester, to visit his dying wife, 


By the Rev. Mr. Hawkes, of Lincoln, and others. 


To rue Epitor. 
Lincoln, Feb. 22, 1821. 
Sir, 

Feeling a _ interest in the accumulated punishment 
heaped on Mr. Joliason, on the death of whose truly amiable 
and affectionate wife, as Weilas the influence which that painful 
event must nat urally produce On a generous mind, alive to all 
the feelings of a strongly attached husband, and a kind parent, 
you have lately expressed vourself in such glowing terms; I 
herewith send you a short history of the proceedis \gs ‘which had 
tor their object, the allowing Mr. Jolinson to visit his wife, either 
by cominutation of part of his time for a fine, or by any other 
means which would not implicate, or compromise his honour. 

To the honour of the visgtin 1g Magistrates, they have uni- 
jormly shewn every attention to } . Johns son’s reasonable wishes. 
They, upon his application, a owed Mrs. Johnson to bring with 
her their little boy, about three months old, to live with her 
husband in the C out. She had a slight cold when she came, 
brought on, no doubt, by the accumulated anxiety and distress 
of mind, which the treatment of her husbaud had produced, 
She continued in the Castle til the 36th of November, when 
the alarming progress of consuuiptive symptoms rendered it ab- 
solutely necessary for her to leave, and to ob tain the kind atien- 
tions of her amiable mother, residing at Northen, in Cheshire, 
about seven miles from Manchester. The fa ttigue of the jour- 
ney, and the rapid pregress of the undermining disease, ren- 
dered her incapalie of wriung, with any toler able e ease, more 
than one letter to her distressed husband. A i. ysictan of the 
yame of Banks, of Manchester, was called to her assistance ; 
who, Ina very short tine, assured the relatives on both sides, 
that the disease was making very rapid progress to a fatal ter- 
mination, f£ was d rink ne tea with Mr. Johnsou, on the Ist of 
January, his a J ay, when a certificate from Dr. Banks, to 
the above efiect, arrived. Application was immediately made 
by Mr. Johnson, to ; heed Sidmouth, and Afr. Justice Bailey, 
Proposing any se nits that might be required, for his return, to 
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complete the term of lis sentence, aud to make up the time 
chat might be allowed hun for visiting his wife, to soothe her 
feelings, and to give her every possible chance within his means 
of recovering. Vo these applications, Mr. Justice Bailey, ina 
short letter to Mr. Merryweather, the Governor of the P rison, 
gave a denial 

Ll then wrote to Ralph Be ‘rnal, Esq., M. P. tor Rochester, of 
whose benevolent ee [ had a very high o; inion, from some 
little acquaintance with him. He kindly waited upon Lord Sid- 
mouth, and returned a discouraging account of the result of 
his visit. L also wrote to Robert Smith, Esq., one of our City 
Members, who, being acquainted with a gentleman in the Home 
Oflice, exerted himself very much indeed, and displaved an 
siteaientin in the case that E can never for: cet, and which has 
the thanks of Mr. Johnson, and his friends. He had an inter- 
view with Lord Sidmouth to no purpose, though the subject 
was talked over coolly, and argued, L understand, with technical 
and official regularity 

The visiting Magistrates exerted themselyes in a manner 
highly to their credit, as lumane, and feeling men. ‘They sent 
Up astrong memorial of the good conduct of Mr. J. in prison, 
and his Lerdship admitted that it was a rery strong recommen- 
dation! Mr. Merryweather also sent up two statements to the 
Hlome Office ; and through the whole bustiess, maniested a 
very humane spirit, and a very cheerful alacrity, to aid Mr, J. 
in the accomplishment of his a 

On the ¢th of January, IT called to see Mrs. Johnson, at 
Northen, in my way to ee 1 was shocked to see how 
her strength was reduced, and how little prospect of recovery 
remained. I called upon her physician, who expressed himself 
with great candour, and gave me no hope. Il met bim again at 
Northen, on the 7th, on my return, and was still more shocked 
to see the very great change for the worse, in eleven days. On 
the 20th, on my return home, finding a letter from Mr. Smith, 
leaving little prospect of success in his application, t wrote a 
long letter to Mr. Justice Bailey, in the most respectful, but yet 
in the most pressing terms, making the strongest appeal to his 
better feelings, asa British Judge, and a professing Christian, 
im my power, earnestly requesting him to use his influence with 
Lord Sidmouth. Mr. Johnson also wrote a letter to him. To 
these letters lis Lordship replied, through the medium of the 
Governor, that he had received Mr. Johnson's letter, and mine, 


and sent them to Lord Sidmouth, where they would be seriously 
considered, Sc. 


On the 28th of January, another certificate was sent by Dr. 
Banks, of which the following i is a copy :— 
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ido aflirm itis my opinion that Mrs. Margaret Johnson will 
not survive two thonths from the date of this certificate. In sup- 
yort of this prognostic, ] have subjoined a statement of the syinp- 
toms with which she is afflicted :—to wit., a pulse at the wrist in- 
variably, when l have visited her, at one hundred and twenty, or 
more, Ia minute ; a very distressing cough, attended with a co- 
pious purulent expectoration ; hectic fever, with great emaciation, 
and debility ; profuse night sweat; in addition to which, she has 
within the last ten days heen troubled with diarhza, and an ceda- 
matous swelling of the lower extremities in the evening. ‘These 
ure the usual forerunners of the fatal event.” 


“ Manchester, Jan. 26, 182i. JOHN BANKS, M.D." 


This certificate was sent off, on its arrival to Mr. Smith, ac- 
companied with one from Mr, Franklin, the surgeon to the Cas- 
ile, who had sent a certificate before, declaring the cause of 
Mrs Johnsou’s leaving Lincoln ; he having attended her in the 
Castle, and having advised, and urged her return to her mother. 
A petition, accompanied witha copy of the above certificate was 
uumediately carried about for signatures,—one to the two cit 
members, one to Mr. Justice Bailey, and one to Lord Sidmouth, 
ecompanied with a respectful letter to all the parties. The 
following i isa copy of the petition :— 

“© My Lord, 

** We, the undersigned, laying political feelings aside, and 
acting solely under the influence of humanity, and in the trite spirit 
of Christianity, honourably, respectfully but carnestly intreat your 
Lordship to use your best interest and exertions to procure for Mr, 
Joseph Johnson, a state prisoner in Lincoln Castle, permission to 
visit his afflicted wife, who is declared by her physicians, to be, in 


all human probability, incapable of continuing longer than a month 
or six weeks. 


‘We urge this more earnestly to furnish another proof to the 
many already known, that the British laws have for their basis the 


wisdom and experience of ages, and that they are founded in the 
true spirit of the New Testament. 


“¢ We humbly but earnestly hope your Lordship will not turn a 


deaf ear to this our prayer, and your petitioners asin duty bound 
shall ever pray, &c, 


The three petitions were signed by the very reverend the 
Dean, Dr. Gordon, the Rev. G. Kent, the mayor, nine alder- 
men, the two city sheriffs, the town clerk, and persons, male and 
female, of most of the different classes of professing Cliristians 
in the city; and would have been more numerously signed, had 
we not found it necessary to send them off more promptly than 
we had intended, on account of the declaration of two medical 
gentlemen, that Mrs. J. would not live a fortnight, if the 
certificates contained a fair statement of the : symptoms, We 
sent them off therefore without further loss of time. Here, 
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happily was a spot of common ground, in which the well-vegu- 
fated heart, the human dennaaion, the feeling mind, could lose 
sight of all minor considerations, to gratify the best feelings of 
the human bosom, in a case of simple humamty, and accu- 
mulated distress. 

Letters, of which the following are copies, I received by re- 
turn of post; and J insert them, not only as an important fea- 
ture of the case, in this stage of the business, but as being highly 
honourable to the humane writers. 


© Londen, Feb. 2, 1821. 

“+ Sia, 

‘Mr. Smith bas this moment called for the purpose of 
delivering your note, and of shewing me the Petition that has been 
forwarded in favor of Mr. Johnsoa ; and | recret that the repre- 
scatations Mr. Smitit bas bitherto made on this subject have not 
met with the success which the case, under the unusual circum- 
stances of misfortune, and aggravation A misery, might fairly 
«lain. 

‘We hope to see Lord Sidmouth again to-morrow ; or should 
Mr. Smith be prevented by the gout, I shall not fail to urge this 
sit lo bis Lordship myself; and of course, immediately inform 
you of the result. 

* T should not have troubled you trl after our interview with 
Lord Sidmouth, but to acknowledge your communication. 

“ft remain, Sir, your obedient Servant, 


“10, Ferk Street. St. James's. CONINGSBY SIBTHORP. 
To the Key. J. Hawkes, Lincoln.’’ 
“* Da. Sir, 
“ [have received your packet, and have seen Col 
“ibthorp, who is perfectly ready to do any thing which can be 
done. We have settled to ask an isterview with Lord Sidmouth 
to-morrow. If wecan see tim, t will Jet vou know the result. 
When I say we, ] am uncertain whether [ can attend personally ; 
for 1 am still so unweil with the gout, as nottodo more than go 
out in a carriage, and ae with dif ficulty ; butif i cannot, Col. 
Sibthorp wall unde rtake italone. LT thisk the step you have taken 
is proper and jadicious, The effeet produced on numbers of re- 
spectable persons ought always to be weighed by government. I 
sincerely wisi it may ; and thal the result may be such as to reward 
you for the benevelence and zeal with which you have exe erted 
yourself im this painful case. fam, Dear Sir, 
‘Your very faithful Servant, 
"20, Saville Row, Feb. 9. ROB. SMITH. 
‘¢ To the Rey. J. Hawkes, Lincoln. 


“P.S. 1 will send your petition to Mr. Justice Bailey, this 
evening.” 


Aft@ the interview which the member had with his Lordship, 
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[received « letter from Mr. Sinith, of which the following is a 
copy. — 


Dear Sie, 

“Col. Sihthorp and I are just returned from seeing 
Lord Sidmouth. We were with bim near an hour but, I am sorry 
to say, without producing any effect. Nothing, that I can recol- 
lect, was omitted to be urged, which was likely to have any weight. 
We both thought it due to so many respectable persons, as appeared 
to have taken an interest in the case, to request that he would 
write usa letter, which we might sene for their perusal, stating the 
ground of his refusal; to this he at once consented, and has pro- 
mised we shall have il in a few days; as soon as it is received it 
shail be forwarded to you, It would be useless to go into further 
detail; and, indeed, I should not be very capable of it just now ; 
as Tam jaded with my expedition, after a sharp fit of ness, and 
with the vexation of not having suceceded, as | THinkK we 
OUGHT. Iam, Dear Sir, 

‘ Your very faithful Servant, 
“RR. SMITH.” 


Owing to a mistake in sending Lord Sidmouth’s promised 
letter, T did not receive it all the 15th ult. The following is a 
copy :— 


* Saville Row, I’eb. 5th, 1821. 


“ Whitehall, Feb. 8, 1821. 
‘© GENTLEMEN, 

‘* Huving fully considered the case of Josepb Johnson, 
and the strong representations in support of it, which 1 have re- 
ceived from many respectable quarters, including the petition, 
which you delivered to me on Monday last, Lam grieved to be 
under the necessity of expressing my unaltered opinion, that I 
should not be justified in advising the grant of a Pardon in this 
case, which, as you are doubtless aware, is the only mode, by 
which the object of the application would be accomplished ; con- 
vinced, as lam, that such a measure would be highly injurious in 
point of example, and calculated to produce the worst consequences 
4s a precedent. 

“} have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
* Your most obedient, humbte Servant, 
** SIDMOUTH. 
« C. W. Sibthorpe, Psq., and 
‘© Robert, Smith, Esq.” 


The night on which f received Mr. Smith’s letter, informing 
me of the final answer of his Lordship, brought me a letter 
informing me of THE NEATH OF Mrs. JOHNSON, 

“Such things are,” Mr. Editor; and if | am not much 
mistaken, those characters who are most fully under the in- 
fluence of the benign spirit of the Gospel, will, with one voice 
exclaim, such things ought not to be! nor would they be, 
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under a truly generous and maguammeous government, Wher: 
we consider this cuse ¢ almty, in connection with others, wherein 
commutation er parton has been exercised, it is impossible, i 
think, for a sii. unbiassed mind, uninfluenced. by party 
politics, to acquit L ord Sidmouth of pursuing, in this case, a 
policy little fraught with humanity, little influenced by the 
religion of Jesus Christ, which breathes so opposite a spirit. 

Every wise and magnanimous government will be duly cautious 
of affording precedents of a dangerous nature to the catise of 
truth, morais, and the real welfare of a nation: but I confess 
my mind is not sufliciently enlightened, comprehensive, and 
enlarged to sec the great danger of extending a little mercy to 
aman, who was si trangely convicted of being present at a 
meeting Which many thought, and s¢i// think, a “eval meeting, 
in allowing him to adininister, by his soothing presence, a smal} 
portion of consolation to an affectionate wife in the prospect of 
death, ‘That such a precedent as ietting loose the yeemanry, 

on that occasion, on an unarmed multitude, without the usual 
and wise means adopted on all other occasions of a similar 
nature, should ever exist in this country, Is a circumstance 

deeply regretted by pious anu benevolent Chri stians of every 
class, who blush at the share which two professedis Christia: 
Ministers took on that day of woe, 

I remain, yours, &c. 


JAMES HAWKES. 


P. 5. Fenclose you a copy of the letter which T had the ho- 
nour to forward Mr. Justice Bailey, on this distressing oceasion, 
that the whole particulars may be fairly before the pubhe. 


‘“Mr Lorn, 

* { take the liberty of addressing you'as a Man, and 
asa Christian, ia a case of deep and onequivecal distress, with ai! 
the respect, I trust, which is due to your elevated station, as au 
Knglish Judge; a character not lig ehtly to be eslimated by a well 
formed mind; but, atthe same Sane. with al! the chastened carnest- 
ness of a disciple of that Lord and Master, ahem relivion breathes 
the most correct and the most enlarged benevole nee. 

‘Laying party politics aside, I have, asa disciple of our com- 
mon Lb wed, and as one of his humble ministers of the Unitarian 
class, felt a lively interest in the distressing condilicn of Mrs. John- 
son, the wife of Mr. Johuson, a state prisoner in Lincoln Castle. 
By the humanity and liberal feeling of the Magistrates, she, with 
her infant son at the breast. was permitted to live with himon the 
prison ; they ceutinued with him till the last day of November, 
when she left, too late to entertain anv solid he; pes of recovery 
from the rapid progress of consumptive svin ptoms. ; 

“Your Lerdship, I presume, knows the — already taken: 
through the medium of Ralph Bernal, Esq. and Robert Smiths 
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Esq. Menibers of the present House of Commons; a most decided i 
certificate from Dr. Banks of Manchester, who has attended her . 


once ber return to her mother’s roof, as to the hopeless state of 
his patient—a certificate from the Magistrates, as to the conduct 
of Mr. Johnson during his confinement, highly creditable to him, 
has been sent to Lord Sidmouth through Mr. Smith—two commu- 
nications, at least, from Mr. Merrywheather, the Governor of the 
Castle, highly creditable to Mr. Johnson’s deportment in prison, 
have been seut to Mr. Hobhouse in the Home Office—a certificate 
froin the surgeon who attended Mrs. Jehnson in prison has also 
been sent up, besides some letters from more private individuals, 
as to the sole and distressing cause of Mrs. Johnson’s Jeaving Lin- 
colo. All the measures at present adopted, | am painfully informed 
on my return from Manchester this evening, have been ineffectual 
to obtain for him permission to visit his wife, to try the effects of 
his presence and kind attentions to soothe her feelings to give a 
chanee of arresting the progress of disease, by placing the afflicted 7 
sufferer in circumstances favourable to give the prescriptions of the 
physician every advantage, aod the kind attenticns of her affec- 
fionate mother and nurse, mourning in the prospect of losing her 
only surviving daughter, every possible aid. 

I saw Mrs. Johnson on the sixth; I saw her again on the seven- 
teeath: (Wednesday) at which time I met the physician, who as- 
sured me that he had no hope of her continuance two wontbs, 
from her present symptoms, and the rapid progress of debility. 

| unfortunately, perhaps, told her the steps employed to enable 
her husband to see her; her countenance brightened at even the 
shadow of hope; on my leaving her on Weduesday her last ex pres- 
sion was, **Oh! Mr. Hawkes, | wish I could see my husband ;” 
{ assured her I would do every thing in my power to accomplish 
her wish. 

| plead therefore, my Lord, for Mrs. Johnson, the affectionate 
mother of three fine children; the eldcst not more than four years 
of age:—T plead for the best feelings and affections of an amiable 
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and excellent mother, sorrowing in the prospect of soon losing her 
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enly daughter :—I plead for the three infants, to whom an affec- 
tionate mother’s kind regards must be sy necessary. None of these 
have offended by their politics, my Lord, or by any other part of 
their conduct, and if | pleaded for the diminution of the punish- | 
ment awarded against Mr. Johnson himself, placed in such circum- i 
siances, when addressing an English judge, and that judge too, ge- 
neraliy considered as au exemplary christian, a kind parent, and : 
a feeling benevoicut man, should I be exceeding the line of duty | 
ofa Christian Minister? Would the kind interest of an English } 
Judge be dl appiied, in this case?) Would the cause of justice, tem- | 


pered by mercy, and correcter feelings, suffer by such an interpo- i 
sition? | 


i; 
| 
; 
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ik: 


a ees 


u | | ' i 
Wuh every feeling of respect for your public aud private charac- ‘f 
tet, my lord, I leave this distressing case to your serious considera- H 
tion, Dot willing lu give up the hope, till no shaduw ofa ground of 
hope remains. Iam, my ford, 


Your Lerdshtp’s most vbedient humble servant, 
JAS. HAWKES, 
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TO THE EDITOR. 
Sie, London, Sth March, 1821 

There certainly was some reason for the great Ruleipt 
burning his unfinished History, in despair of his reaching the 
truth of distant events, when he could not obtain a correct 
report of a brawl which occurred under the very window of 
his prison ; but had te possessed that instinctive knowledge oi 
things displayed by that wise personage Jolin Bull, the world 
had not been deprived of the benefit of his intended labours, 
I am reminded of this by reading in the John Bali of yester- 
day a letter, dated York, and signed by “ Fitzloyalty.” This 
bastard of true loyalty begins, “Jf it is true, that a_pe- 
tition from Barnard Castle in the Qucen’s favour was signed 
by 109 inhabitants out of a population of 200, T beg to 
viliate” such assertion ;”’ and this sapient one proceeds to show 
that in such population there are 10 paupers, +0 wo wen, 30 
children, and 6 taxgatherers ! Aduiirable Mathematician! But 
what a pity this learned person, who writes ina county from 
which a child may throw a stone into the very town in question, 
dees nut know that Barnard Castle contains upwards of 400 
houses, aid between 2500 and 3000 inhabitants! If the news- 
paper reporters ascribed to the silly Mr, Lambton the word 
inhabitants, when he was speaking of freeholders, there is 
assuredly every excuse for their mistake, and as clearly no re- 
flection on Mr. Lambton’s local knowledge of a town which so 
nobly stpported his claims in the county representation at the 
last’ Election, but that Mr. Fitzloyalty of York, that most 
intelligent of Geographers and Topographers, should exhibit 
such a rude ignorance, would be extracrdinary, indeed, if it 
were not clear as the sun at noon day, that the poor creature 
is crazed, for he actually proceeds to aver that most men 
endeavour to evade the UNTHANKEUL OFFICE OF TAXGA- 
THERER, aad that those who are forced to fill it, perform 
its duties reductantiy!!/! The “Nolo Episcopari’ of the 
Prelacy is sheer impudence compared to this maidenly taxga- 
thering modesty. Mr. Fitz. is excessively anxious for an early 
insertion of his very discreet epistle, and his friend, “ whose 
infancy is marked with sound constitutional principles,” has 
very kindly obliged Mr. Fitz. by delivering him of his brilliant 
conception, and thereby fairly entitled himself to the everlasting 
gratitude of York you're WANTING! I leave Bull and Blunder 
to settle the difference of their respective merits in this bright 
business, and remain, Sir, Yours, &c. 


YORK TO WIT. 


P.S,—I[t is a very odd coincidence, that the shop-cupboard, 
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ct 5h or 55% in Fleet-street, (recently glorified with indigo 
and veriilion in all the flaring splendor of sign-post dauhery, 
and dignified with the title of ‘“« John Bull Office,”) was 
the last retail warehouse occupied by George Edwards, Image 
Seller, and commonly known as “ Edwards the Spy!” No 
ene will deny, that its present tenants are legitimate succes- 
cors of that monster; and it would be satisfactory to kuow 


whether the good-will was transferred to them by deed of saic 
or deed ‘of gift. 





AGRICULTURAL DISTRESS. 





Mr. Dwankr.---If ovr good rulers would only “ let us alone,” 
which the old Marseilles merchant said would be the best 
thingfgovernment could do for the merchants of that town, we 
might in time, thoughfit might be a great while first, get some- 
thing the better of our difficulties. But it is very hard the state 
will do nothing but oppress us, and prevent our helping our- 
selves into the bargain. Mr. Hunt had projected a scheme for 
serving the farmer most effectually, by encreasing the con- 
sumptionof their produce, to a degree beyond expectation, by 
the manufacture of English wheat, rye, and white peas, into a 
cheap, wholesome, and nutritious sebstitute for coffee, and the 
pernicious compounds sold under that appellation. This 
scheme would but very slightly have affected the consumption 
of coffee; for while it remains a mark of gentility to purchase 
the most expensive articles, our genteel folks must have. coffee, 
or somethiug that bears the price of coffae; and though they 
would eat burnt acorns, with as much relish as pigs devour 
them green, if they were sold at five, or seven shillings a pound, 
under the title of fine Mocha, they could not be persuaded to 
touch them at a fifth of the price, under their real denomma- 
tion. But, Sir, you are well aware that a multitude of our fel- 
low-citizens, to whom a pound of coffee would cost half-a 
weeks wages, are equally in need of breakfasts, as those whe 
can purehase the exotic; and if produce of our own land caa 
be manufactured into a tolerable substitute, with which 
they would be content, it is the height of inhumanity, 
and, in spite of the Court of Exchequer I contend 
it is the highest illegality, to prevent them from bein 
accommodated with what they can purchase, to protect the 

evenue upon au article beyond their reach. Looking at the 
Consumers only it is a great hardship—a hardship uever con- 
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templated by the law; and, indeed, disclaimed by the law: 

the intention of which onal only be to protect the purchaser 
of coffee from being imposed upon by the substitution of other 
articles. But setting the injury done to the consumers out of 
the question, here is a market closed by the Court ot Exche- 

quer against the sale of many thousands quarters annually of 
wheat, rve, peas, Xe. L ord Liverpool says there is too much 
produce on hand, which is true; although his Lordship is mis- 
taken in the cause which leaves it in hand; which he says is the 
quantity produced, while common sense says, it is the poverty 
of the people which prevents them from buying as much as 
they could consume. The desired effect, however, Is to get 
rid of this produce; and yet the Court of Exchequer decides 
that in this mode it shall not be consumed! The farmers 
would do themselves more goed by obtaining the repeal of this 
interpretation of the law, than by all the other petitions they can 
send up to Parliament. This they might obtain by a strenuous 
effort; because the thing is so preposterous that no man in his 
senses could oppose it ; butas tor diminishing the taxation eco- 
nomy, retrenchment, and such matters , they are like our county 
meetings in the eyrs of the “Great Captain,” all farces, En- 
glish tea, manufactured on a large scale, with attention to the 
medical properties of herbs, would also afford advantage to the 
agriculturist, and accommodate thousands who cannot indulge 
themselves with the Chinese Plant. [tis prohibited by et of 
Parliament to grow Tobacco in this country, though some dis- 
tricts are peculiarly fitted to its culture. The old reason for 
passing the Act, to encourage the Colonies, has long since been 
set aside; as tobacco is not now grown in any of our Colonies; 
but the Act remains in force, to protect the revenue, which is 
considered of far more importance than either the growers, or 
eonsumers, of produce in Great Britain. Do, Sir, lay these 
things before the farmer, and direct his applications to the le- 
gislature to some vulnerable point. An honourable Member of 
the lower House said, if relief was not granted, the farmers must 
sink in despondency. I think they will be great blockheads tt 

they do; but, however, if they will, they must. 


Your's truly, 


AN AGRICULTURAL IMP. 


N.B. Can you tell whether they will detain Mr. Hunt for the 
penalty ef his conviction ; or wall be satisticd with stoppiug the 
consumption of Corn, &c., and the ruin of hits establishment ; 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARE. 
| —— 
The Black Dwarf to the Lord Chancellor. 





‘Is LORDSHIP CHARGED WITH AUTHORIZING SABBATH 
BREAKING ! 


My Lord, 


I am extremely sorry to inform you of a charge 
of a most heinous nature being brought against your 
Lordship, in the character of Lord High Chancellor of 
this realm, by the reporter of the Courier! I believe 
your Lordship to be all pzety, and religion. Your constant 
appeal to Gop and your conscience, between whom, if 
the treaty stillexists, which you made expressly for your 
honesty in the case of her Majesty, the crime laid to your 
Lordship’s charge may endanger its continuance. Your 
lamentations over the blasphemy that deluges the land 
—your unbounded sorrow at the torrent of obscenity 
which your duty obliged you to pour into the ears of its 
youth of both sexes—your affecting tears, when your in- 
tegrity wants any additional testimony—your religious 
veneration for the church, as by law established—your 
situation as conscience-eeper to the King—all combine to 
sender most improbable the charge advanced against your 
Lordship of counselling a breach of the sabbath ! 1 dare 
say you are shocked at the very mention of such a thing, 
and can call heaven to witness that you are as guiltless 
of this offence as of any political oflence ! However, my 
Lord, it stands charged against you, in the journal | 
have mentioned; though, I confess, it is something in 
favour of your innocence, that veracity is by no means 
a prominent feature in its management. Nevertheless 
it is your duty to have the matter set right, lest when 
you again lament the profanity of the age, some-one 
should irreverenily remark, on the authority of this 
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statement, thal you had better practise than preach 
your faith. 

If your lordship will turn to the second column 
of the second page, of the Courier of Monday last, 
in the report of the theatrical case of Lddeston versus 
Jones, you will tind a certain book (the melo-drama 
of Therese) wanted by one side, for the sake of 
comparison; to which one of the objections is, that it 
would be wanted that night, which happened to be 
Saturday. And the impudent varlet of a reporter 
makes your lordship say—‘* Send it by SUNDAY MORN- 
*¢ ING, and it can be returned By Monday morning!!!” 
This horrible statement necessarily infers your lordship 
to have meant the comparison should have taken place 
ou the Sunday; and that your lordship should have 
recommended the day which should be spent in retire- 
ment, and prayer, to be devoted not only to a litigious 
brawl, buta litigious brawl upon a theatrical dis- 
pute! I have no doubt your lordship will instantly 
disclaim this statement; for if you should not—thou i 
your character sland as high as ever Lord Chancellors’ 
did—though you are as rich as Croesus, and as wise a4 
Solomon, in all respects save one*—yet— ; 


‘* What so good that wicked wits will spare 2?” 


You must be content. to see your most pathetic atti- 
tudes unheeded, your earnest pledges of. sincerity dis- 
puted, your regard ‘for religion doubted by sceptics, and . 
even the piety of your tears called in question. =. 

It: may even be supposed, should this report pass un- 
contradicted, that vou employ the sacred hours yourself 
in reading briets,and affidavits, and endeavour by human 
reason to attain those lights which you are supposed to 
seek in earnestness of prayer! The Lord Chamberlain’s 
reader, | am confient, would not suffer it to be sup- 
posed that he revised a farce upon the Lord’s-day; 


to upon td . i. 





* Solomon's wisdom has often been disputed, in Keeping so many 
plagues of concubines, and wives ;—but he certainly merited all the 
encomiums he has received, if he not only kept them, but kept thei 
mt order. Some very great men fine comity ve vc toy may! 
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and the mischief of such a supposition being enter. 
tained of the father of all the rich orphans of the 
rountry sanctioning the measures which must be infi- 
nitely greater. It must be an atrocious libel: and, 
if it should be true, your lordship knows it is the 
greater Libel upon that account:—and the reporter, 
of course, deserves a greater punishment. We Law- 
yers, (for I have had some practice in the Law) 
note that it is not doing wrong, that is the crime, but 
the exposure of it; and that vice is under the especial 
protection of the Law. Let then your Lordship visit 
on the head of this Reporter, all the penalties of the 
Law. Let him be stripped of his money by fine, and 
deprived of his freedom by imprisonment. Consign him 
to poverty, and famine, for his presumption in setting 
down this abominable libel, whether true or false—that 
the Lord Chancellor may not be supposed capable of 
professing what he does not practice, or of imposing upon 
others a reverence for rites which he himself disregards, 
As the general monitor of the Great World, I have felt 
it my duty to recommend this information to your Lord- 
ship; and I now take my leave, with the same respect I 
have ever entertained for your Lordship, since your nine 
hours labour to: persuade a Jury that Mr. Hardy de- 
served to be hanged, drawn, and quartered, for the 
crime of seeking a Parliamentary Reform; and your 
memorable declaration, that your King ought to die, if 
he coneented to amend thie representation of his people. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





THE BANK OF: ENGLAND: 





We are now satisfied that we were not mistaken in our con- 
viction, that the promised “ intmttable notes,” are a most flaggant 
delusion. Period after period elapsed, and every promise was found. 
a fallacy ; and from the mode in which the promise was made, we 
are satisfied it was a designed fallacy. Dates have been frequently 
£iven, apparently ‘* by anthority,” when the notes would be issned. 
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The dividends of Christmas 1619, wereto be paid in them :—ther 
the Midsummer dividends of 1820:-—then the Christmas dividends 
of 1820 :—and now it is pretended the Midsummer dividends of 
1821 will be paid in them. We are satisfied they wtl! mot; and 
that all these reports were intended to deceive. Let it be re. 
membered, that the Bank, by not contradicting the reports was 
identified with them, and in some measure bound by thew. it 
is quite certain, that the Bank has never prepared one single note 
for issue :—for it is now a matter of parliamentary admission, that 
it has not yet determined on any specific plan; aud that, on Tuesday 
last, it despaired ef any success. What then becomes of the 
millions of notes, which the Bank suffered the country, and the mi- 
nisters induced the parliament to believe were ready for circulation ; 
and that it was only because a sufficient number had not Leen 
completed, that they were not issued?) These statements must have 
been gross falsehoods ; for no plan is yet adopted; and conse- 
quently not a note could have been prepared, but in the way of 
specimen. Yet neither the Government, nor the Bank coatra- 
dicted these statements; but on the contrary evinced a disposition 
to wish them believed! At another time, the extcené of the re- 
quisite machinery was pleaded in parliament for the delay ; while 
it isnow clear that no machinery can have been erected, but in 
the way of experiment! Whether the Bank do issue any of ils 
»» inimitable notes,” or not, and we believe it will not, because of 
the expence, we are quite indifferent but we do charge upon it for 
the last two years, the heavy responsibility of tempting necessity 
to the forgery of its clumsy, and most easily executed notes; for 
though to prevent forgery may be impossible, ‘to lessen it in the 
proportion of about nine tenths, is, every week, in their power. 
The executions for uttering forged notes, we lay at the door of its 
negligence, in the full belief that the human aud divine. law will be 
found at variance, ov the *‘ great account!” But if juries will 
continue to find verdicts of guilty, against the unfortunates whom 
the negligence of the Bank tempts to commit offences, they must 
be content to bear their share of the blame. 














THE PATRIOTS LAMENT 


O England, my country, how art thou degraded ! 
Thy glory has pass'd like the Sun’s setting ray ; 

By nations that fear'd thee, now scorn'’d and upbraided 
For foes hast thou conquer’d, aud fought to betray. 

The faction that rule thee, with despot-like daring, | 
Have plung’d thee ia famine, destruction, and urief ; 


© 
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And those to thee dearest for patriot bearing, 
{u dungeons await dissolution’s relief, 


The freedom transmitted through ages of glory, — 
(The source of thy honour, thy son’s surest shield,) 
Is banish’d, alas! and ** the page of thy story” 
Is stain’d by the victories gain’d in the field. 
Toy children have fell, and their heart’s blood bas nourish’d 
The growth of fell Slav’ry on Liberty’s soil ; 
The fame of thy arms which for ever had fleurish’d, 
Is blighted by shame and ingloricus toil. 


Then blame not the sigh from a heart warmly beating 
Iu Liberty’s cause, and its Country’s repose, 
The grief that surrounds it may quickly prove fleeting, 
And Freedom soon dawn upon Tvranny’s close! 
Svon, svvn may’st thou rise, dearest Daughter of Ocean, 
Superior to faction, renew'd in thy strength ; 
And Peace fill thy bosom with joyous emotion, 
And thy empire extend to Eternity’s length ' 
Shoreditch. G. S. 


a 


TO THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 


— Se 


“* What serious is, you turn to farce!” 
Marr. Prior. 


ee ee 


Tho,’ as your Grace did late declare, 
Our county meetings farces are, 

How chances it your Grace and friends 
(Such self-deuial who commends ?) . 
Absent yourselves from the kind greetings 
You might receive at all such meetings ? 
Bat since your Grace and your allies 
These farces do not patronize,— 

(No doubt because by your compliance 
Your brethren of the Grand Alltanee, 
Might deem you therein heterodox, 
And visit sou with jeers and mocks,) 
Tis said by way of change of fare, 
From secular farces, a new prayer, 

Or rather an old Praver revived 

And for our virtuous Queen contrived, 
Will shortly give the court aod: nation 
Matter for pious coatempiation. 

Her Majesty no doubt will gain 

The prayers of all the courtly train, 
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Unlees your Grace, whose wit but scarce is, 
Deem Prayers as werl-as.Meetings Farces! 


Pserer Switi. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


os 


We beg to call the attention of our readers most particularly to 
the interesting statement of the Rev.- Mr. Hawkes of Lincoln, of 
the applications made in yain to enable Mr. Johnson to visit his 
dying wife, Wealso beg them to compare his case with the par- 
don of Sir M. Lopez, aud then pronounce upon the humanity 
of the system. Mr. Johnson did not even ask a favor—he offercd 
to commute by a fine of all his remaining property, for the remaih- 
ing few months of his sentence. We hope a collection of the ten- 
der mercies of Lord Sidmeuth will be made for the benefit of 
posterity. | 


Syvuvanper is received... The. intelligence respecte Mr. 
Brougham, we wish he would state more particularly ;. and.at the 
same time verify as far.as he. can, without a breach of private con- 

e. We aré indebted to Sylvander for his kind assistance, and 
his good will ; but such a charge requires some strong corrobora. 
tion before it can be justly advanced. The statement attributed to, 
Mr. B. we know. to be entirely false ; and, of course, are doubtful: 
of its reality; Sylvander may have been deceived. We havealso- 
te request of Sylvander, a more detailed accouat of the conduct of 
the jury man in Mr. Hunt's case, also verified by sech farther en-. 
quiry as Syivander may be enabled to make. The Editor will 
notice the individuals to which his letter refers, as early as possi- 
ble. He is right in his ‘conjecture respecting the Rev. Mr. C. 


Various favors wait for room, and opportupity. 


Rivilo has heea received, and is onder consideration.—The Leeds. 
Petition is unavoidably postponed till next week.—We will endea- 
veur to find a corner for the Nottinghant Report of the permanent 
fuad, next week.—We very much fear, the laudable proposition of 
Mr. Southgate, would not be adopied to the extent that would be. 
essential, but it shaft be fully considered. 3 
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